
	  
	  

	   	   	  

      

 
                             
 

Mission Statement 
 

In the name of Jesus, Saint Margaret Catholic Academy will provide a firm educational foundation 
of religious values and academic knowledge for each student in a Catholic nurturing environment. 
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Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
It’s hard to believe that the first day of school is just around the corner.  I hope that everyone has had 
a chance to relax and enjoy the beautiful summer weather!  As we face a year of changes and 
challenges, I am confident that with the prayerful support of our families and parishioners, God will 
bless our school and all of us as we work together to provide a faith-filled education for every 
student!. 
 
We are sorry to say goodbye to Ms. Heather Starr, but we want to congratulate her on her recent 
wedding and wish her well.  We also want to say goodbye to Mrs. Julie Voisard, who has accepted  a 
position in a new job.  After many years of service to St. Margaret’s, we thank both Heather and 
Julie and hope they will come back soon to visit.   
 
There are a few building repair projects currently in progress, and so it has been necessary to  
delay the start of school.  We will begin the school year on Tuesday, September 6th which will be a 
full day of school.  Our Welcome Back to School Mass will now be held on Sunday following the 
first week of school, September 11th at 11:00 AM.  We are excited about having Fr. Ben  Huynh as 
our new pastor, and we are looking forward to working with him in caring for our school and 
nurturing our students.  Please join in to help make Fr. Ben feel welcomed as he begins his new 
assignment at St. Margaret’s.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone soon.  Please be sure to 
check the calendar dates that follow.  Our website is in the process of being updated because of the 
delay of school.  
 
WELCOME BACK MASS 
Our Welcome Back to School Mass will be held on Sunday, September 11th at 11:00 AM.  We are 
looking forward to seeing all of our families in attendance.  Students should sit with their families 
and we would like all students to wear their school uniforms.  After mass, parents and families are 
invited to go to the school gym for a short presentation about our school.  We are kicking off the 
new school year with some new incentives and have much information to share with you.  
Afterward, you are also invited to take a tour of our school, visit classrooms, meet your child’s 
teachers, and ‘catch up’ with other school families. 

Saint Margaret Catholic Academy 
Seven Thirty-Six Farmer Street   

                        Otsego, Michigan 49078-1432 
                                                  269-694-2951 
                                 Fax:  269-694-4520 
                                                                    Email:  www.saintmca.net   
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TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS 20161-2017 
 
Kindergarten/First Grade Mrs. Erin Bush 
Second/Fourth Grades  Mrs. Erin Warnez 
Fifth-Eighth Grades  Miss Kimberly Wall and Mrs. Tina Dennany 
 
All of our teachers are certified and highly qualified by the State of Michigan.  
 
TUITION   
During the first week of school, a copy of your tuition agreement will be provided to you if we have 
not already received it, along with a FACTS application form.  Tuition agreements must be 
completed and signed by parents.  All families that did not pay the total amount before June 1, 2016, 
must sign up for the FACTS program.  Checks should be made payable to St. Margaret School. 
 
The Parent/Student Handbook will also be sent home on the first day of school.  Please read and 
review the Handbook with your children and then complete and sign the form that indicates this has 
been done and return the form to the school office.  Family Information forms, and other important 
school/parent information will also be sent home on the first day of school.  If you have any 
questions, or we may assist you in any way, please call the school office.  
 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
All parents wishing to volunteer in our school, or chaperone on field trips, MUST complete a 
Protecting God’s Children training session, AND complete an Authorization Form to have a 
criminal history check completed through iChAT (Michigan State Police.)  In each Principal 
Newsletter throughout the year, a schedule of local training sessions will be included.  
There is currently only one training session scheduled for September (see below..).  Please visit  
the following link to register:    https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list.cfm?theme=0  
 
St. Augustine School (Kalamazoo) 600 W. Michigan Ave., Tues. Sept. 13, 2016, 2:30 PM 
  
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS—IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
Just a reminder, that if you are interested in driving for field trips you must update/complete your 
driver information.  Vehicle registrations, insurance, and driver’s license must be current.  You will 
need to complete a Driver Information Form and we will need to see a current drivers license to 
verify.  Only those parents with current driver information on file will be allowed to drive for any 
upcoming field trips.  If you would like a Driver Information Form, please call the school office and 
we will send a form home. 
 
NEW SCIENCE CURRICULUM  
This year, we will be launching our new Science Curriculum.  We will be using the TCi Program; 
It has been many years since the science curriculum has been reviewed and updated, so we are 
excited about this new initiative.  You can help.  We would like to save on the cost of purchasing 
materials for our science lab.  Most of the science materials needed for lessons are everyday 
common household items such as cotton balls, Q-tips, etc.   Attached to this letter is a more detailed 
list.  We are asking for your help in collecting these items.  There will be a collection box at the 
main entrance to school marked “Science Lab Materials.”  Thank you in advance for your donation 
and help in collecting these materials.  
 



	  
	  

	   	   	  

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

School uniform information and how to order is attached to this letter.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please call the school office.  Remember, our warm weather uniform option is in effect 
from now through September:  Shorts, skorts, and capris can be worn at the beginning and end of 
the year, during the warm days of September, May and June. Shorts and skorts must be long enough 
to measure three inches above the knee. Socks must be worn at all times.   Sandals, clogs and crocs, 
any kind of slip-on shoe or sling back, fashion boots, or high heels higher than one inch, are not 
allowed. 
 
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR AUGUST 

  Please remember the Holy Father Pope Francis' intentions in prayer through the month of  
  AUGUST: 
 
  Universal: Sports--That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters between  
  peoples and may contribute to peace in the world. 

Evangelization: Living the Gospel--That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to 
faith, honesty, and love of neighbor. 

  IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
August  14  11:00 Mass; Students should wear uniforms 
   15  School Office open daily 9:00 AM-12:00 noon. 
   23  LCAB Meeting  7 PM, McGuire Room at Church 
   30  Preschool 3’s Open House  5:30 PM 
   31  Preschool 4’s Open House  5:30 PM 
 
September  2  NO SCHOOL, Labor Day Weekend  
   5  NO SCHOOL, Labor Day 
   6  First Day of School for elementary, FULL DAY 
     Preschool 3’s First Day of School 
   7  First Day of School for Preschool 4’s,  
     Picture Day for PS 4’s and K-8 students 
   8  Picture Day for PS 3’s;  
     Blessed Mother’s Birthday, Mass at 9 AM followed by Living Rosary 
     in school gym 
 
 
God bless you! 
Gratefully, 
 
 
Jan M Hall 

	   	   jhall@saintmca.net 
  269-694-295 
 

 



 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
Saint Margaret Catholic Academy Uniform Information for 2016-2017 
 
The uniform is an option for preschool students, and is not required 

 
Website:   www.frenchtoast.com   
  School Code:  QS5PHSH 
  1-800-636-3104 
 
 
 

BOYS 
 
! Light blue, button-down collar, short or long-sleeve shirt  
! Navy pants 
 
OPTIONS: 
! Navy v-neck vest  
! Red, v-neck, front-buttoned down, long-sleeve sweater 
! Boys’ plaid uniform tie  
! Navy shorts as a warm weather option  (Aug.-Sept. & May-June) 
! Red pique polo shirt with three-button placket and collar, short or long-sleeved 

  
  
 
 
GIRLS 
 

! White, short or long sleeved blouse with round or pointed collar, and one of the 
following:  

! Navy pant, navy scooter skirt, or plaid skooter skirt 
 
OPTIONS: 
! Navy v-neck vest  
! Red, crew neck, front-buttoned down, long-sleeve sweater 
! Girls’ plaid uniform tie 
! Navy shorts as a warm weather option (Aug.-Sept. & May-June)  
! Red pique polo shirt with three-button placket and collar, short or long-sleeve 



 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
SCIENCE MATERIALS 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
Balloons, round pkg of 36 
Cornstarch 
Flour 
Aluminum foil 
Pipe cleaners 
Craft sticks 
Cardboard tubes 
Paper plates 
String 
Modeling clay 
 
GRADE 1 
Rubber bands 
Plastic sandwich bags 
Sponges 
Pie pan 
Yarn 
Lima bean seeds 
Potting soil 
Paper cups 
Batteries, size D 
Flashlights 
Mirrors 
Rulers 
Cardstock 
 
GRADE 2 
Cotton balls, pkg/300 
Plastic cups, 9 oz/50 
Paper cups, 2 oz/50 
Paper clips, lge/100 
Marigold seeds 
Non-iodized salt 
Pepper 
Vegetable oil 
Sand paper 
Steel wool pads/pkg of 5 
Plastic bin shoe size 
Ball, styrene, 3 oz. 



 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Modeling clay, pkg of 4 
Construction paper, assorted/pckge of 50 
Spray bottle, plastic 
Wax paper 
Straws/pkg of 50 
 
GRADE 3 
Balloons, round, pkg 35 
Bar magnet 
Balls, high bounce, 1 oz, 6 
Batteries, size D, pkg 6 
Paper cups, 6 oz/pkg of 25 
Paper clips, lge/pkg of 100 
Rain gauge 
Yarn 
Aluminum foil 
Plastic bin, shoe size 
Washers, metal, 3/4”,-100 
Wire, insulated copper 
String cottonbox 
Meter stick, folding 
Nails, pkg 15 
Bowl, 6 Qt. plastic 
 
GRADE 4 
toothpicks 
Spray bottle 
Liquid detergent 
fishing line 
Paper clips, small and large 
Marbles 
Straws-50 
Brass paper fasteners 
Modeling clay 
Craft sticks 
Plastic wrap 
CD cases 
Clothespins 
Metal washers 
9x13 aluminum foil pan 
rubber bands, #33 
12” cardboard tube 
aluminum foil, roll 



 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

yarn 
potting soil 
paper cups, 6.8 size, pkg/25 
plastic knives, pkg/24  
paper bowls 
 
 
 
GRADE 5 
Owl pellets, pkg of 6 
Lima bean seeds 
Granulated sugar 
Yeast 
Plastic forks, pkg 25 
Plastic knives, pkg 25 
Antacid tablets, pkg of 2 
Baking powder 
Talcum powder 
Batteries, size D, pkg of 6 
Metal washers, ¾”, 100 
Plastic medicine cups,30ml 
Potting soil 
Gravel 
White chalk 
Plastic sandwich baggies 
Baking soda 
White vinegar 
Balloons, eound 
Cotton balls, pke 300 
Craft sticks, pkg 100 
Paper cup, 6.8oz,pkg 25 
Coffee filter 
Incandescent bulb, 60 watt 
Sand, medium grain 
Earth model, inflatable  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 
	  


